
Though our society has been undergoing a tumultuous time, God has shown us 
the way to move forward. This year our school theme is a blissful life starts with 
thankfulness, which aims to enable all our students to follow the teaching of the Bible 
and to receive blessings from God. 

Through discussing social issues with teachers, our students have demonstrated the 
core values of our school such as being caring, modest and resilient. Besides, we 
would like to give thanks to our teaching staff  who has carried out a series of student-
centered measures to cater for the needs of students. For example, the Christian 
Fellowship in our school continues to serve as witnesses to our commitment to a 
new life in Jesus Christ. The Life-wide Learning Day held in November enriched our 
students’ life experiences. Teachers have been promoting reading enthusiastically. 
May God continue to give our staff  the strength to bring inspiration to our students. 

As what Charles Dickens has put it in A Tale of Two Cities, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” 
Though teachers, staff  and students might have diff erent stances on various issues, we should maintain an open 
attitude and be generous to each other instead of being confrontational.

I am grateful to the Lord, who show us the key to a blissful life through the Gospel of Thessalonians’ chapter 5 
verses 16-18: Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus. The scripture has inspired us to continue learning with the blessing from God. 

Though we can foresee that there might be challenges ahead, we deeply believe that 
the fruit of our work is eternal if we are servants of the Lord for He will always 
be with the faithful servants and give us rewards and salvation. Our 
teaching staff  will remain practical and put the self-perfection system 
(Plan, Implement and Evaluate) into practice as we believe in the 
importance of being student-centered, the life-long pursuit of 
professionalism and the off ering of thanksgiving. With guidance 
from the Lord, and the encouragement from parents, alumni, 
the Kowloon City Christians’ Church and all stakeholders, I 
am confi dent that the school will make continuous progress 
and provide all-round education with higher quality for our 
future generations, who will all experience the grace of 
God. 
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During the Careers Day held on 7th November for S5 and S6 students, our distinguished alumni enlightened us by 
sharing their working experience and strategies for sophomores to succeed in study and in life. Mr Fan Man Ho  (2009 
graduate), who has invested in the property industry and a wide range of business, reminded us that even though 
we may not be academically strong, we should make a wide connection with diff erent people and extend our social 
network, which is crucial for success no matter which fi eld we choose to work in. 

Mr Alan Tam (2013 graduate), who is a musician, is now fully devoted to his music career. He emphasized the 
importance of identifying our own goals in life and never ceasing to pursue our dreams. Mr Tsoi Wang Kwong (2012 
graduate), who is a structural engineer, described how common it is for newcomers in a company to be reprimanded 
by seniors. Students should not be afraid of making mistakes and losing face occasionally because these are 
valuable lessons in life, which can help us grow. 

Ms Li Tsz Ying (2019 graduate), who works in the fi eld of medical care, gave us detailed description of what her 
workplace is like and how some unexpected tasks are assigned in the everyday life of a nurse. Their sharing could 
certainly motivate us to be tireless and relentless in studying and striving for our own goals. 

Alumni’s sharing during Careers Day
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There are altogether 3 new English teachers joining the English Department this year. One of them is a new head 
of the Department. They are determined to help enrich the English environment of our school and improve students’ 
English profi ciency. 

New Teachers

It is definitely an honour for me to become the head of the English Department of 
Christ College this year. I have been teaching English for around 15 years in Hong 
Kong and I am keen on helping students learn languages, especially English. I majored 
in English studies and Translation at university and I love reading both Chinese and 
English literature. The Merchant of Venice  by the Bard of Avon and poems from William 
Wordsworth are my favourites. I also like learning Korean and French. Acquiring 
foreign languages has made me become more positive, disciplined and purposeful and 
the experience has been very enjoyable and gratifying. I hope my students can have 
wide exposure to diff erent cultures and be able to think from diff erent perspectives. It is 
never easy to learn a language but what you will gain is not only the ability of speaking 
a foreign language but the spirits of perseverance and resilience, not to mention a 
wider circle of friends. 

Having learnt the piano for years, I realise that one will never see the true beauty of music if one never goes through 
bitter training, which is also true for second language learning. I hope all my students will love learning and be brave 
enough to overcome challenges. 

It is my privilege to join Christ College as an English teacher this year. I have been 
teaching English for 5 years. Since Contemporary English Studies is my major at 
University, I enjoy reading both classic and modern English literature. I believe that 
literature is a form of appreciation for us to learn and experience different cultures 
and beliefs. More importantly is that reading broadens our imagination. We as the 
readers are given the opportunities to interpret different ideas through the writer’s 
use of descriptive language in their stories. Therefore, this is the reason why I always 
encourage my students to read. I hope that through reading, my students do not only 
enhance their language skills but also learn how to appreciate the beauty of language 
and imagination.

Hello everyone! I am Miss See. I am a new English teacher this year. It is a 
treasurable opportunity for me to work at Christ College. I am sure it will be a fantastic 
year for us.
You may wonder why I would like to be a teacher. Well, the easiest way to stay 
young is to work with young people. It is our duty to learn as much as we can, and I 
am surprised boys and girls in this school can be very inspirational and creative. We 
always learn from each other, share our experiences and grow together.
I like eating and cooking very much. Food is always there for you. It makes you feel 
better. After a bad day or unhappy experience, all you need is your favorite food. 
It immediately recharges yourself. Also, it is fun to make. There is nothing more 
satisfying than pulling your homemade and delicious creation out of the oven. Take a 
bite out of a freshly baked earl grey tea chiff on cake is really blissful.

I would like to share a quote with you too. 
“I fi nd that the harder I work, the more luck I seem to have,” – Thomas Jeff erson 
Let’s get lucky.

Ms. Priscilla Tang                    
English Panel Head

Keys Fu
English Teacher
Keys Fu

TeacherTeacher
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How can we practise English in a fun and social setting? Our 
department arranges get-togethers regularly to encourage 
students to broaden their horizons and develop interest in 
English. � ere is a range of activities for students and teachers 
to enjoy like board games, movies or chatting with schoolmates 
in English. Activities are organized by our NET teacher, 
English teachers and English Ambassadors to help create a relaxing and 
positive learning environment. � ese occasions help encourage � uency and 
con� dence and focus on how much is spoken rather than how well English is 
used. � e English Corner is a terri� c place for schoolmates to meet, exchange 
their ideas and practise English. 

Apart from in-school activities, our S.4 students also joined an experiential 
learning activity called Struggle for Survival at Crossroads International on 
the Life-wide Learning Day. During the activity, they had a taste of poverty 
by playing the role of slum dwellers. � rough the game of making paper bags 
to earn money, most students understood the plight of the underprivileged 
and most importantly, they should not take everything for granted. 

English activities
English Corner activities, Crossroads



Reading Promotion by Teachers and Students
Teacher: Ms Priscilla Tang

Book Title: How to Think like Leonardo da Vinci

Reasons for recommendation: 
Have you heard of the Seven Da Vincian Principles: an insatiably curious approach to 
life, a commitment to test knowledge through experience, the continual refi nement 
of senses, especially sight and hearing, a willingness to embrace ambiguity and 
uncertainty, the development of balance between science and art, the cultivation 
of grace and fitness and the recognition of system thinking? Since the19th century, 
people have started going to school. However, students often complain that learning 

in the classroom is boring. Have you ever wondered why people in the old days could be so clever even when there 
was no school? This book, “How to think like Leonardo da Vinci” written by Michael J. Gelb, introduces the major 
accomplishments of the genius, Leonardo da Vinci as an artist, architect, inventor, military engineer and scientist during 
Renaissance. I am truly amazed by the potential each of us possesses and it would be a pity that it is left untapped. 
Some of the suggestions in the book have inspired me to dig deep into my everyday life experiences, such as being 
sensitive to colour harmonies, listening to classical music regularly, breathing in aroma from fresh fl owers, discerning 
fl avours and describing one sense in terms of another. I am sure you will fi nd something that interests you in different 
parts of the book.

Teacher: Ms. Effi e Li
Book Title: A Little History of the World

Reasons for recommendation:
A Little History of the World tells the story of man from the stone age to the atomic bomb 
and is a good source for young readers to understand the full span of human history. In 
between emerges a colorful picture of wars and conquests, grand works of art, and the 
spread and limitations of science. With forty concise chapters, this book is not dominated by 
dates and facts, but by the sweep of mankind's experience across the centuries, a guide to 
humanity's achievements and an acute witness to its frailties. The product of a generous and 
humane sensibility, this timeless account makes the long human history intelligible. Superbly 
designed and freshly illustrated, this is a book to be savored and collected. It gained immediate success when first 
published in Vienna, and is now available in seventeen languages across the world. While this book may be easier for 
senior form students to understand, junior form students are encouraged to try as well.

Teacher: Ms Vanese Ng
Book Title: 1984

Author: Michael J. Gelb
Genre: Non-fi ction

Author: E. H. Gombrich
Genre: Non-fi ction

Reasons for recommendation: 
What does two and two add up to? ( 2+2=? ) Isn’t the answer obvious? 
Now imagine you are living in a world in which everyone believes that two and two make fi ve. 
1984 is a political thriller written by George Orwell in 1949. Although the novel was published 
70 years ago, the dystopia described felt surprisingly and disturbingly familiar. 
The story unfolds the life of Winston Smith, the protagonist (i.e. main character), who is a low 
ranking member of a totalitarian state, Oceania. Under the dictatorship of the ‘Big Brother’, 
people have no control over their own lives. What they read, speak, say or even think is heavily 

manipulated by the omnipresent state surveillance, propaganda, threat and ruthless punishment. 
Posters bearing the caption ‘BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU’ cover the city. ‘Telescreens’ are installed to almost 
every house in order to monitor the private lives of party members. A language ‘Newspeak’ is invented to eliminate 
political rebellion. ‘Thought crimes’ are created to prosecute people who are just thinking about overthrowing the 
party. 
In face of the overwhelming odds, Winston secretly starts a rebellion against the party. Keeping a diary of his dangerous 
thoughts, he dreams that one day he can stop this suffocating oppression. Will he succeed? Read the book to fi nd out!

Author: George Orwell
Genre: fi ction
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Teacher: Miss Wan Yuen Wa

Title: Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl

Introduction:

What did you do when you were a 13-year old teenager? Anne Frank who is a teenage Jew 
has a completely extraordinary life. Anne Frank, her parents, sister, another family, and an 
older gentleman were Jews in the Netherlands during the German occupation of World War 
II. These eight people hid in a secret alcove above a factory for over two years. From her 
diary, it gives another perspective to World War II. 

Author: Roosevelt, Eleanor

Genre: Autobiography

Comments:

Facing the current social situation in Hong Kong, numerous Hong Kong people must find an echo with Anne 
Frank’s diffi cult and challenging experience. Impressed by her true-life story, the readers can experience vividly the 
threat, hunger and fear of living at that time. The book gives you an opportunity to put yourself in Anne’s shoes and 
understand the hardships of war and politics. This heartbreaking classic is really a must-read and re-read. I am sure 
you must be touched by the unforgettable portrait of Anne Frank and may recall the experience of some of the Hong 
Kongers in recent months.  I hope her courage and perseverance can really encourage all of us in diffi cult times.

Teacher: Ms. Ho Chui Fan

Book Title: Les Misérables

Author: Victor Hugo

Genre: Historical Fiction

What makes Les Misérables  one of the greatest novels of the world is certainly 
more than the song: ‘Do you hear the people sing’ from the musical under the same 
title can convey. Setting against the backdrop of the turbulent time after the French 
Revolution, Les Misérables presents a kaleidoscope of human behaviour in times of 
social unrest. Some stand up for their belief in love. Some are driven by their passion 
for different causes while a lot more act out of their calculation of personal interests. 
The novel exhibits a collection of real facets of humanity which, in return, leads the 
readers to refl ect on their own lives.

The protagonist, Jean Valjean, is the embodiment of true love and forgiveness. As an 
ex-convict, Jean Valjean receives the acceptance and unconditional mercy of benevolent 
Bishop Myriel with a grateful heart. He sees the power of love in making a difference and determines to abandon 
his old self. In the latter part of the story, he never ceases his acts of philanthropy in supporting the needy even in 
the roughest time of his life or in the face of his enemies, for he clearly knows that he no longer belongs to what 
is evil but to what is good as told to him by Bishop Myriel. Jean Valjean believes that conscience is the highest 
justice and acts according to this. 

Another character which leaves a strong impression on readers is Javert, a fanatic police inspector. As the son of a 
convict father, Javert is ashamed of his family background and tries to cut ties with it by making himself not only a 
law-abiding citizen, but a stern law-enforcer who gives no mercy to people who breaks the law. This explains why 
he keeps capturing Valjean as his mission no matter what good deeds Valjean has done. However, there is no black 
and white in times of turbulence.  His stupid devotion to the law causes him his life. Saved by Valjean once, Javert 
is caught between his strict belief in the law and the mercy Vajean has shown him. He resolves his dilemma by 
taking his own life.

The story is highly recommended as it echoes what is happening in our world today. No matter Jean Valjean, 
Javert or other characters in the story, they all exemplify how little or powerless we human beings are in a state 
of political turmoil. The wrong decisions of one may not only bring to one’s own pitfall, but also that of others.  
Perhaps what we can hold onto during times of chaos is genuine understanding and love of each other.
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A wide range of school activities has been 
held since the start of the school term 
to bring nourishment to our souls and to 
widen our exposure to various learning 
opportunities. Spiritual education has 
always been the focus of our school. On 
20 September, the first Rally of Christians  
organised by Religious Committee was held 
to unite all Christians of our school to serve 
as witnesses of God and to spread the 
gospel through hymn singing, testimonies 
sharing and coming to faith sessions. 

Christian Rally and Life-wide Learning Day
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On 7 November, the Life-wide Learning Day 
was successfully organised. Students from 
diff erent levels reached diff erent parts of Hong 
Kong to extend their learning experiences. 
Some of them paid a visit to the Wetland Park 
to learn more about biodiversity in Hong Kong 
and environmental conservation. The Careers 
Team organised a Careers Day for S5-6 
students during which students could interact 
with our alumni and experts from different 
sectors of society and share what they have 
learnt from the activity through group sharing. 
The invaluable experience sharing from 
alumni stimulated us to think about how to 
improve our learning attitude. 
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International Talent
In today’s global economy, companies hire individuals whose skills and talent meet standards of excellence. 
I would like to investigate the benefi ts and challenges international talent brings to Hong Kong society and 
ways to ensure that people from the local community are not neglected.

First and foremost, international talent could help increase Hong Kong’s productivity and facilitate our 
economic development. Being an international fi nancial hub, Hong Kong’s economic growth mainly relies 
on commercial activities, for instance real estate and stock transaction. However, there is a lack of experts 
and professionals in these industries. Therefore, Hong Kong will be benefi tted if they can be invited to Hong 
Kong. They are capable of assisting Hong Kong to generate more capital and sharpen our competitiveness, 
which could raise our gross domestic product, GDP.  

Apart from the economic perspective, international talent can help enhance the development of technology 
in Hong Kong. International talent may make use of the resources in Hong Kong wisely for further research 
and development. They can invent their own products which facilitate people’s daily life and accelerate Hong 
Kong’s technological development.

However, the introduction of international talent may cause unemployment. Despite the fact that international 
talent could increase Hong Kong’s labour force, they may replace some of the local workers. As a result, 
some Hongkongers may lose their jobs, especially those in the high-valued-added industries, such as 
science and technology, which might increase our unemployment rate. This could be detrimental to our 
society.

In addition to what have been previously mentioned, cultural confl icts and arguments may arise owing to 
the international talent. Under no circumstances can anyone deny the contribution of the international talent 
to Hong Kong’s economy, but there may be several problems when we consider the labour-employer and 
colleagues’ relationship. Since the foreigners were born in entirely different backgrounds, their working 
styles are not similar to ours. For example, the working pace of the foreigners is usually lower than that 
of Hongkongers. This may cause suspicion from the employer and colleagues. Not only will it worsen our 
relationship, but it also might hamper working effi  ciency and eff ectiveness.

We can observe that there are pros and cons of importing international talent. In fact, measures can be taken 
in response to the challenges, preventing people from the local community from being neglected.

In the fi rst place, quota should be set on the number of international talent coming to Hong Kong. This will 
protect the local people in diff erent industries as they will not be entirely replaced by international talent.

Furthermore, resources should be allocated to local people. On one hand, the government should provide 
subsidies and sponsorships to the international talent. On the other hand, the government ought to offer 
subsidies to local people as well. Otherwise, local people will go overseas to look for opportunities for their 
career and there might be brain drain in Hong Kong.

Last but not least, we ought to make transformations on our education so as to sharpen our competitiveness. 
Since there is an examination-oriented education system in Hong Kong, students solely focus on their exam 
scores. However, STEM education, science, technology, engineering and mathematics, a world trend which 
enhances one’s productivity, is lacking in Hong Kong. Students are machines for exams and most of them 
will not be productive enough for our economy. Should the government implement the STEM education more 
intensively, local people will be more able to compete with the international talent from all walks of life and 
we, therefore, will not be neglected easily.

Ultimately, it is hard for us to judge superfi cially whether international talent brings more benefi t than harm, 
but challenges can be overcome by carrying out diff erent measures to minimize the threats to the locals. 

Exemplary works from students

6A  Matthew Liu 
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Good morning Principal, teachers and fellow students,

On behalf of the Students’ Union, I’d like to welcome all of you to our school. I’m sure we all want to achieve success 
and have an enjoyable school life, so this morning I’d like to give you some advice.

Firstly, I would like to explain why it is important for us to follow our school rules. Can you imagine our society which 
doesn’t have any regulations? It must be a terrible world. Full of chaos and crimes. In order to maintain a good and 
safe environment for students to focus on their studies, we must follow rules. Why? The answers are very simple. 
Following school rules can help school run smoothly and safely. When all of us are responsible, teachers may have 
more time to understand and deal with our diffi  culties. Therefore, a better learning atmosphere can be developed and 
the staff  and teachers may work smoothly.

In addition, we should follow school rules since it helps cultivate acceptable behavior and ensure the school 
environment is safe for all of us. We must obey them as they can prevent crimes and wrongdoing. Thus, this could 
reduce the feeling of insecurity and safeguard all of us. Besides, complying with the school rules can help develop 
our self-discipline which is very important for your future. The people who have self-discipline can save more time 
since they are capable of making decisions more easily. It will help you a lot when you face diff erent tests. I have 
tried this before. I’ve formulated a timetable for myself and follow it every day. I have found that the learning effi  ciency 
was enhanced after doing it for a few times. As a result, following school rules could ensure a safe and a good 
environment for us to concentrate on study. Hence, don’t forget to check your students’ handbooks to see all the rules 
printed inside.

Secondly, it is also important to have a good interpersonal relationship with your schoolmates. Why is it so important? 
Because it can help you connect with people from all walks of life and enlarge your social circle. When you 
communicate with them, you can gain more experience from them and you may have exposure to something you are 
not familiar with, such as the culture of diff erent countries. It is very interesting to have a new discovery. It means it is 
benefi cial to your personality development. Moreover, getting along with people can help us learn how to appreciate 
and gain respect of them if you treat them equally. In this new environment, you should start a conversation with new 
schoolmates actively so your confi dence will be boosted. Having good interpersonal skills is very important as friends 
can lend a helping hand when you feel desperate.

I am sure all of you understand the importance of following school rules and interpersonal relationships. I hope all of 
you will have a fruitful school life in our school. Thank you.

Recently, there is a heated debate on the removal of PE lessons from the school 
curriculum. Those who support it believe that students should concentrate more on 
studies. On the other hand, those who favour it think that students should have more free time to relax. Taking into 
consideration from both sides of the argument, I am inclined to the side on the opinion that PE lessons shouldn’t be 
removed. The reasons are chiefl y as follows. 

Firstly, PE lessons can help maintain the physical fi tness of students. Physical fi tness can be a key component of 
healthy lifestyle. When regular fi tness activities are included in the lifestyle of a student, it is possible for them to 
maintain fi t. Also, physical activities can help to improve the absorption of nutrients in the body. Moreover, they help 
to improve cardiovascular health and develop muscular strength. Therefore, PE lessons should not be scrapped. 

Furthermore, PE lessons can help reduce students’ levels of stress. Students are pressurized to perform better in the 
four core subjects. Even after spending hours in the classroom, they have a lot of assignments to tackle at home and 
some even have to go to the cram school, which means they have little or even no time to do exercise or sports. This 
causes a lot of stress to students as they are forced to study around the clock. Therefore, physical activity can be an 
outlet for students to get rid of stress and anxiety. 

In addition, PE lessons can decrease the risk of getting obese. Students need nutrition to be healthy and the key 
benefi t is to help students understand the importance of proper nutrition. This is extremely important as the number 
of students having eating disorders and obesity is increasing. According to a Department of Health survey, one in fi ve 
Hong Kong students are overweight. Therefore, having PE lessons is essential as it can reduce the risk of obesity.  

Last but not least, most of the students only do exercise during PE lessons, which may probably last for less than 2 
hours. Research shows that regular exercise can help reduce the symptoms of mental illness such as depression and 
anxiety. In addition, exercise promotes positive feelings which make people feel energetic and motivated. 

So if we take a careful consideration, it is not diffi  cult to draw the conclusion that PE lessons should not be removed. 

5D Owen Cheng 

4D  Esther Tsang
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