lssue No.:1

Christ College

2020-2021

English Newsletter
Tel: 2635 3330

Fax: 2636 4588

E-mail: info@christcollege.edu.hk
Website: www.christcollege.edu.hk

Principal's Message

Online Version

Cherish Thankfulness Respect Diversity
It was such an eventful year from 2019-2020 that havoc, disruptions and class boycotts
had made our society more volatile, which also led to school suspensions intermittently.
But with God’s grace, all of our teachers and students sailed through ultimately. Our
teachers have been so professional that they have taken a student-centered approach
to catering for different needs of our students during this critical time. Our students have been rational,
peaceful and willing to listen to others despite having different opinions over different issues. They have
demonstrated the important qualities of “CHRISTians” which include being caring, humble and resilient. We
are truly thankful that our parents have always trusted and supported us and agreed with our approach to
dealing with social events. I believe these are miracles and blessings from God.
Since the end of Lunar New Year holidays, school resumption had been delayed till May due to the outbreak
of pandemic. Fortunately, our professional teaching staff had planned and initiated real-time online teaching
since late February so that students could maintain learning even though they were staying home. I was
pleased to see that our staff had been making a lot of new attempts with a new mode of teaching and we
had also shared and improved our strategies continuously to enhance teaching effectiveness. We also took
good care of students by giving them various kinds of learning resources such as free WIFI routers, SIM
cards and lending them ipads and notebooks. By making good use of “Tim & Rebecca Scholarships and
Financial Aid” and Loving Kids Fund from Parents and Teachers Association, financial support had also been
given to families with urgent needs. Staff had also been deployed to provide emotional support for individual
students.
At this very moment, face-to-face teaching has yet been resumed
fully. Facing this new norm of alternating between real-time and
virtual teaching, I thought of an important quote from a famous
administrator: “The only thing we know about the future is it will
1
be different. One cannot manage change. One can only be
2
ahead of it.” Knowing that there will be a lot of variables
3
in the future, we have been actively evaluating different
4
kinds of online teaching measures so that we can be
well prepared not only during suspension but also
maximize teaching effectiveness and broaden students’
5
scope of learning after the resumption of class. For
this purpose, we have joined the “Diversity at Schools”
6
Project organized by the Hong Kong Jockey Club from
8
which we were guided by the professional team in
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charge of the Quality School Improvement Project (spearheaded by the Hong Kong Institute of Educational
Research, CUHK) on how to cater for learners’ diversity through expanding options.
In addition, “Cherish Thankfulness, Respect Diversity” has become the school theme this year, which is
developed from the school theme, “A Blissful life starts with thankfulness” last year. We strive to cultivate
honorable qualities from our students so that they can learn to tolerate, accept and respect others in
diversified communities. We expect them to grow not only by learning from others, but also offering help to
the needy.
Although we will face a lot of challenges ahead, I believe the fruit of our work is eternal if we are loyal
servants of the Lord. He will always be with the faithful servants and give us rewards and salvation. Our
teaching staff will remain practical and put the self-perfection system (Plan, Implement and Evaluate) into
practice as we believe in the importance of being student-centered, the life-long pursuit of professionalism
and the offering of thanksgiving. With guidance from the Lord and the encouragement from parents,
alumni, the Kowloon City Christians’ Church and all stakeholders, I am confident that the school will make
continuous progress and provide all-round education with higher quality for our future generations, who will
all experience the grace of God.

Mr Fung Chi Tak
Principal

Sharing from an outstanding alumnus
Hello everyone! I am Matthew Liu, one of the graduates at Christ
College in 2020. I am now studying Mathematics at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. When I look back on the 6-year secondary
school life, it was full of blessings.
At Christ College, I have met a lot of devoted teachers who taught me
wholeheartedly. They treat teaching as a mission instead of a job.
Teacher’s lessons were well-prepared and they made a lot of effort to
teach no matter during class and after class. I still remember that during the study leave teachers were
eager to help with our revision despite the school suspension caused by the outbreak of COVID-19.
They conducted online lessons to monitor our revision process so that we would not fall behind schedule.
Their dedicated teaching was one of the most crucial factors that I could graduate with flying colours.
Besides, I have also met many friends at Christ College. They were my good study partners. We helped
each other and often discussed various questions related to our study to consolidate what we had learnt.
With their support as well as teachers’, I was ready to take on any new challenges.
Apart from secondary school life, I would also like to share a little about university life. A few months ago,
when I first came at university, I experienced a big difference between secondary school and university.
Although there is a high degree of freedom in university, self-discipline is extremely important. At
university, no one reminds me when to attend lessons, when to hand in assignments, and no one urges
you to learn. All is about self-discipline and time management at university. Fortunately, it is not really
an obstacle to me as I have already become a self-disciplined student after studying at Christ College.
Lastly, as what Martin Luther King has said “change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but
comes through continuous struggle”. I hope all of you can continuously improve your academic study
and wish all graduates every success in future.
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A warm welcome to
the new teachers in 2020-2021
Hello everyone! I am Miss Fu, the new English teacher this year. It is indeed
my pleasure and honour to join Christ College. I have taught English for
four years before studying overseas to enhance my professionalism for one
year and a half. I am excited to be back in the field continuing my childhood
dream.
Inspired by many good teachers who supported me through thick and thin in
my studying life, I have aspired to become such a teacher using my own life
to exert a positive influence on students’ lives since I was in primary school.
I believe that education is not only about transmitting knowledge but also
encouraging healthy personal growth with love and care.

Miss Emily Fu

My passion for English developed at around the same time. Not only have I found the language
itself intriguing with its word formation and fluidity, but also magical and amazing to bring you
various kinds of eye-opening experiences. Thus, to me, English is a gateway to this fascinating
world! I hope I can help my students appreciate the beauty of the language and benefit from it
as much as possible.
Due to the stark differences between Chinese and English, it is understandable that many
students, who might include you, face a multitude of difficulties in learning English. Yet, I hope
you will be strong and courageous to overcome the challenges for it is the process that makes
you mature and gives meaning to your life. Hang in there and good luck! ;)

Hello, I am Miss Lung. It is my honour to join the loving Christ
College family as a Liberal Studies and Geography teacher this
year. I regard myself as a passionate traveller and reader, as
I enjoy visiting historical sites and reading books about history
and literature. Travelling and reading allow us to stay openminded and be curious of the world around us, which are two
important qualities for studying humanities. I hope my students
can also cultivate a passion for learning and develop a life-long
interest that can spark joy in their lives.

Miss Lung Wing Yi
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Useful websites for English learning
Websites for better grammar
1. Basic Grammar Exercises
Brief description:

Are you still struggling with basic grammar
and having no clues how to fix it? Here is
a recommendation for you! A website that
is filled with tonnes of notes, exercises,
videos, and tests. Just search for the right
level and start working on your English!
http://www.autoenglish.org/freeexercises.htm

2. 6-Minute English
Brief description:
With a great variety of topics, this website is definitely
perfect for English learning. Since the length of each video
is only six minutes, you can watch it on the MTR, bus
or even when you are having your meals. Introductions,
related vocabulary and tapescripts of the video are included,
so don’t feel panic if you are unfamiliar with the topic.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/features/6-minute-english

New games at English Corner
Dixit
Dixit is an enchanting game which summons your imagination. Every
picture tells a story – but what story will your picture tell? Each card has
wonderful, vivid and sometimes quite surreal artwork on them. With this
fantastic range of beautiful illustrations and rules that can be understood by
children and adults alike, Dixit will appeal to anyone with an imagination. It
is brilliant and simple, beautiful and imaginative, and fun for all.

Cluedo
There’s a mystery that needs solving, and you have to be the
detective to find out what happened. Who killed the host of
the fancy party? Where were they, and what weapon did they
use? CLUE is a classic murder mystery game. You will need to
investigate, bluff, accuse, and finally win the game.
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E n g li s h a c ti v it ie s
“Inside every child is a rainbow waiting to shine.”

Can students learn English in a more interesting setting? Definitely! Our
department holds learner-friendly activities such as board games, English
movies viewing and amazing monthly activities. Students enjoy chatting with
the school’s friendly Native English Speaking Teacher (NET) and schoolmates.
These fun activities are arranged by our NET and English Ambassadors. They
create an active learning environment. Activities can be a big help for building
students’ confidence. Having fun while learning helps students consolidate
their new knowledge. Their enhanced interest in learning English opens up
opportunities for pleasure and enjoyment in their busy school life.
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Reading Promotion

by Teachers and Students

Teacher: Ms Joyce Lam

Author: Thomas Rockwell

Book Title: How to Eat Fried Worms
Reasons for recommendation:
How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell is a humorous story about a group of
young boys and a dare. Billy dares that he can eat fifteen worms in fifteen days, and
if he does, Alan will pay him $50 out of his savings account. Once the bet is on, Alan
and Tom will pick the worms and Billy will eat them any way he wanted. As Billy
becomes more and more creative in how he is going to eat his worms, Alan and Tom
are thinking of ways to cheat so that Alan will not have to pay Billy.
This book is entertaining and very creative. It was funny reading how Alan and Tom tried to trick Billy into
losing the bet. If you are interested in bugs, dirt and dares, this is the book for you. After reading this book you
can learn how a group of young boys interact with one another.
Work hard and do everything you can in order to achieve something that is important to you.

The Witches is a dark fantasy novel written by Roald Dahl in 1983. You may not
know who Roald Dahl is but you must have heard about the upcoming movie with
the same title (stars Anne Hathaway and Octavia Spencer) adapted from this novel.
This novel introduced me to the fictitious world of Roald Dahl and therefore I
sincerely hope that this book can help you embark on an amazing reading journey.

Recommended by
Ms Lilly Chow

The book is about how a courageous young boy defeats evil witches with his
spirited grandmother. Sounds simple? It is one of the reasons why Roald Dahl
is my all-time favourite author. He can make a simple story mesmerizing with
humor and absurdity, not to mention his mastery over rhymes and word plays.
I’ve forgotten how many times I have re-read his books for the sheer joy. Haven’t
started one yet? Grab one now! Any books from him will do!

Have you heard of “Crazy Rich Asian? This is another book written by the
same writer. This book gives readers access to the world of old Asian money.
Rachel Chu, who is the main character, is drawn into a dizzying world from
Singapore to Shanghai together with her fiancé, Nick. Ladies in cheongsams
and tiaras wander around in grand palaces, tycoons who buy hotels with a
sudden thought, and young heiresses who keep buying luxuries. “These people
aren’t just everyday rich with a few hundred million dollars. They are China
rich!” You will know how rich these Chinese are and how they spend their
money unexpectedly. The writer keeps readers fully engrossed in the dramatic
lives of the elite. Readers will definitely have a blast with this one.
Recommended by
Miss See Ming Wai Alice
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Author: Antonine de Saint-Exupéry

Teacher: Miss Emily Fu
Publisher: Harcourt, Inc.

What are the three things you want in your life? Yet, do they really matter? What
is of utmost importance in our life? If you have these questions in mind, The Little
Prince is undoubtedly your perfect guide. In search for the answers, you may feel lost
and helpless, like the pilot stranded in the Sahara Desert due to a crash landing. The
innocent and lovely little prince comes as a godsend to give you a helping hand or an
extraordinary way of thinking.
His remarkable experiences will inspire you to ponder over various significant
aspects of life. Through his interaction with the pilot about drawing a sheep, you
may recognize the possible loss of growing up and thus treasure your innocence. From the relationship
among the little prince, his rose and the fox, you may understand more about love. By learning about his
encounters with the king, the very vain man, the drunkard, the businessman, the lamplighter and the geographer,
you may get your head around the two major problems faced by many people nowadays – loneliness and
narrowmindedness. For the former, people tend to get rid of it via power, flattery, alcohol and money. For
the latter, people lack critical thinking in the sense that they just adhere to orders and duties blindly.
Apparently, The Little Prince is a book for children. In fact, it is a book for anyone who was once a child. It offers
you insights you need at different stages of life. It is definitely a book you want to keep for the whole life.
Whenever you are at the crossroads, seek help from The Little Prince and he will bring you to where you should be.

Teacher: Ms Keys Fu

Author: Daniel Kahneman

Book title: Thinking Fast and Slow

Genre: Non-fiction

Reason for recommendation:
Life is a matter of choices. If you feel that you are standing at the crossroads and
not knowing where to go, why don’t you pick up this book called Thinking Fast and
Slow to see if it helps you make the best decision? It is definitely a great read that is
worth the time. The Nobel prize winner, Kahneman suggests two different thinking
systems, the fast and slow way; and describes how these two different ways of
thinking affect the way we make decisions. This book is truly inspiring as it allows me
to think about how we usually think and make choices. I would strongly recommend
this book especially to my senior form students as they will soon be leaving school and begin to make various
choices in life. I hope that they will also be inspired by reading it.
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Today was a meaningful and fun day because it
was the Life- wide Learning Day at my school. All
Form One students participated in this learning
day. The topic of the day is ‘Say NO to plastics!’.
The first activity was joining a workshop at the
Covered Playground. This workshop told us that
many animals eat the plastics in the sea accidentally when they try to
eat food so we know that plastics are not good for both the animals and humans. For
example, a fish may eat some plastics that we cannot see and the plastics stay in its
stomach. We may end up eating the plastics when we eat the fish for food.
Another activity was a talk at the school hall. The talk taught us how to help the earth by
following the principle of 5Rs – Reduce, Recycle, Reuse, Refuse and Replace. I think
everyone needs to know that plastics cause serious problems and we need to make
changes to protect our environment.
After the activities, I understand why some people say that plastics are the worst thing in
the world. I hope that everyone will make changes to help our earth.
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Christian Rally
Due to the epidemic, it was the first time for Christ College students
to attend Christian Rally at zoom. Christian Rally was held on 18th
September, 2020. Even though we couldn’t see each other face to face, it
couldn’t stop the passion and excitement we could experience. Students
were totally impressed by the online sharing.
First, a few hymns were shared and sung to students enthusiastically, so
we could throw ourselves into the devotion swiftly. Experiencing God’s
amazing love and strength through their voices, students were impressed
and empowered.
After the singing, the main message was shared which helped the
participants understand that we all have our own limits and ‘dark’ side.
But God loves us so much. He is willing to help us by using His light to
shine on us and cast away the darkness inside us so that we can live
more happily and freely. Numerous students
have determined to shine for God, just
like the salt and light in the world as the
Holy Bible tells us. We would like to have
positive impacts on others at school just
like the lightning bugs. What a blessed
gathering!
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As the problem of global warming is getting more and more serious, we, humans, as
residents of the Earth, need to act as soon as possible to protect our home. My school,
which is in Hong Kong, has recently held an event called the ‘Green Week’. It’s an
incredible event and I would like to share it with all of you.
‘Green Week’ was an event which aimed to reduce pollution and greenhouse gases
made by the school and to raise the awareness of environmental protection among the
participants. Please note that participants of this event were not only the students, but
also all teachers and staff in the school. So it’s basically everyone in the school!
Now let me talk about the event. We were discouraged to turn on the air-conditioners.
Yes, no air-conditioning! Maybe you would think, ‘How did you manage to have a lesson
without air-conditioning! It’d be too hot!’ No worries – we still have our fans! We could
turn on the fans when the temperature was above 25.5°C since the aim of the event was
not to make our students and teachers suffer, but to reduce the emission of greenhouse
gases and the energy used. Also, we were encouraged to turn off the lights when nobody
was using the classroom and to order the amount of food that we could eat so as to
reduce food waste.
‘Green Week’ was really an awesome event! What do you think about the event? What
are other ways to protect our precious Earth? Let’s come up with different ideas to protect
the environment.
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Nowadays, sending children abroad to pursue further studies has become more and more prevalent
among Hong Kong parents. The reason for his phenomenon is that they want their children to receive
better education. A survey conducted recently has found that nine out of ten parents in Hong Kong are
considering sending their children to study overseas. This article attempts to shed some light on the
causes behind this phenomenon and the impacts on local schools and the students who leave to study
overseas.
Among a lot of attributing factors to Hong Kong parents’ fondness of sending children overseas for
schooling, two are significant. The first reason is that Hong Kong education system is distorted, thus
making students pressurized. Hong Kong education only focuses on academic achievements, rather
than personal development. Students in Hong Kong receive excessive amount of assignments and
quizzes. What is the aim? They are solely practising examination skills, instead of practical skills. It is
sad but true that students in Hong Kong burn their midnight oil, doing DSE past paper repeatedly like
robots. They focus on the exam skills rather than practical skills such as taking care of themselves
and learning to be independent. These are the reasons why students in Hong Kong feel pressurized
under the distorted education system. Therefore, parents are eager to send their children overseas for
schooling to create a better education environment for them.
Another important factor is that parents want their children to have an edge upon graduation. Children
who leave to study abroad can have a golden opportunity to be exposed to foreign culture and gain
global vision. Many companies in Hong Kong, especially those doing business worldwide, still prioritize
candidates with proficiency in language skills, especially English. Sending children to study overseas
can ensure better career opportunities in the future.
The above are the reasons why parents are fond of sending children abroad. The following will explain
the impact on local schools and children who leave to study abroad.
Actually, with a large number of dropouts and decline in student enrolment, local schools benefit a lot
by adopting more flexible teaching strategies. Teachers can better cater for learner diversity. Some
might claim that local schools face a higher risk of closure due to the declining school population. In
fact, most students leaving for overseas studies are from middle class families. It is very possible that
they study in high-ranking schools. Hence, sending children to study overseas will not bring negative
effects to local schools.
On the other hand, there is a myriad of impacts on the children who study overseas. Undoubtedly,
they can broaden their horizons and learn how to take care of themselves. They can grasp a golden
opportunity to meet new friends to enhance their communication skills and confidence. Through
chatting with foreigners, they learn more about foreign culture and history. In addition, they will become
more independent and mature as they have to handle various problems on their own. Living in a
prosperous society, many families have domestic helpers at home. Children have got used to being
taken care of by adults. Studying abroad provides them a great opportunity to learn to be independent.
All in all, studying overseas is a good chance for children to improve their personal development.
However, the phenomenon has given signals to the Hong Kong government. How should the education
system be improved to satisfy parents’ demand?

11

Riddles
1

A cloud was my mother, the wind is my father, my son is the cool stream, and my
daughter is the fruit of the land. A rainbow is my bed, the earth my final resting place,
and I'm the torment of man.

Who Am I?
2

Answer: Rain

I dig out tiny caves and store gold and silver in them. I also build bridges of silver
and make crowns of gold. They are the smallest you could imagine. Sooner or later
everybody needs my help, yet many people are afraid to let me help them.

Who Am I?
3

Answer: A Dentist

I saw a man in white. He looked quite a sight. He was not old, but he stood in the cold.
And when he felt the sun, he started to run. Please answer me.

Who could he be?
4

Answer: A Snowman

I'm the person that God made me. I'm caring. I'm nice. I love my family. I'm myself.

Who Am I?

Answer: I'm a human being.

Can you spot the mistakes?
1

My goal in learning English is pass the exam.
Answer: My goal in learning English is to pass the exam/passing the exam.

2

Me and my friend went shopping last Sunday.
Answer: My friend and I went shopping last Sunday.

3

There are lots of people to eat in the restaurant.
Answer: There are lots of people eating in the restaurant.

4

Join Students’ Union can help us develop social and learning opportunities.
Answer: Joining Students’ Union can help us develop social and learning opportunities.
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